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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 
1,  THE  ESPLANADE, 

ROCHESTER 

November,  1957 

TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OP  THE  CITY  OP  ROCHESTER 
YOUR  WORSHIP,  MADAM  AND  GENTLEMEN 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  195G* 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,, 

The  mortality  among  infants  under  1  year  of  age  has  fallen  in  fifty  years  from 
102  5  to  an  average  of  19  1  in  the  past  five  years  and  for  195G  reached  the  unprecedented 
figure  of  11*4  per  1,000  live  births.  The  comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  was  23,  8, 

This  great  saving  in  infant  lives  is  associated  with  a  large  reduction  in  deaths 
from  all  causes  other  than  those  due  to  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Deformity  the 
causes  of  which  are  obscure,  usually  resulting  in  death  during  the  first  few  weeks 
of  life 

Between  the  period  1930/34  to  1952/5G  deaths  from  causes  other  than  Prp  iat.ii r  1  t.y 
and  Congenital  Deformity  have  decreased  from  23  to  7  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths 
whereas  the  latter  two  causes  had  only  fallen  from  16  to  11  and  have  displaced  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  as  the  major  causes  of  infant  deaths.  The  causes  of  premature  deaths 
in  infants  have  not  been  fully  elucidated  but  conditions  affecting  the  mother  such 
as  the  toxaemias  of  pregnancy,  multiple  pregnancy,  kidney  and  heart  disease,  diabetes 
malnutrition  and  acute  infectious  disease  are  factors  which  are  sometimes  associated 
with  prematurity  In  some  cases  there  is  no  apparent  cause*  Heredity  as  a  cause  of 
congenital mal formation  is  a  possibili  ty  and  increased  intrauterine  pressure  can  result 
in  some  types  of  deformity, 

'Another  factor  of  some  concern  is  the  large  number  of  still  births  which  in  the 
past  five  years  has  exceeded  the  number  of  infant  deaths.  This  does  not  mean  that 
there  are  more  still  births:  in  fact  the  proportion  to  the  total  births  is  less  The 
reason  for  the  excess  of  still  births  is  the  greater  decrease  in  infant  deaths  in  the 
past  thirty  years  from  40  to  19  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  while  the  still  birth 
rate  has  only  fallen  from  3G  to  20  in  the  same  period*  Such  births  only  became 
registerable  in  1927  so  that  comparative  figures  for  the  earlier  part  of  the  century 
are  not  available 

There  is  one  further  feature  in  the  present  day  picture  it  is  that  nearly  two 
thirds  of  the  infant  loss. is  due  to  still  births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life 

To  sum  up,  during  the  past  five  years  (1952-56)  in  every  1000  births  approximately 
20  were  stillbirths  and  within  one  year  from  birth  11  died  from  Prematurity  or  Con 
genital  Malformation,  4  from  infectious  disease  and  4  from  other  causes,  giving  a  total 
loss  of  39  babies  per  1000  Live  and  Stillbirths  as  compared  with  76  in  the  period  1930  34 

Any  further  improvement  in  the  present  position  will  depend  very  largely  on  the 
future  ascertainment  of  the  causes  of  stillbirth,  Prematurity,  and  Congenital  Mal¬ 
formation  and  the  application  of  the  appropriate  remedies 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  and  excluding  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  which  only 
became  notifiable  in  1940  fewer  cases  of  infection  were  reported  in  1956  than  in  any 
year  for  which  records  are  available*  The  total  number  of  cases  was  105  which  included 
36  cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  7  of  Measles  and  28  of  Pneumonia,  the  remaining  34  being 
in  respect  of  seven  other  types  of  infectious  disease*  No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
were  notified  in  1956,  this  being  the  third  consecutive  ,year  of  freedom  from  this 
virus  infection  and  no  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  reported  since  1947,  The  year 
is  the  most  satisfactory  experienced  in  the  history  of  infectious  disease  in  the  City 

CANCER 

Since  pre-war  years  the  Cancer  Death  Rate  has  risen  from  16  to  18  per  10,000 


persons  living  During  the  past  five  years  there  has  been  an  annual  average  of  85 
cancer  deaths  which  is  19  per  cent  of  all  deaths  from  all  causes.  Of  the  85  deaths 
13  were  due  to  Lung  Cancer  and  13  to  Cancer  of  the  Stomach 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Compulsory  notification  of  Tuberculosis  was  introduced  in  1912.  Prior  to  this 
the  then  Local  Government  Board  had  authorised  Rochester  Corporation  to  introduce 
voluntary  notification^  1904  This  must  have  been  received  with  some  reluctance  as 
no  voluntary  notifications  were  received  until  1908  The  number  of  infected  persons 
was  not  really  known  at  this  time  but  records  which  go  back  to  1891  indicate  that  14 
out  of  every  10  000  living  died  each  year  from  Tuberculosis. 

In  the  ten  years  following  1908  at  least  21  persons  were  infected  and  12  died 
each  year  out  of  every  10  000  living. 

With  the  advent  of  imprqved  hygiene,  housing  and  better  social  conditions  generally, 
the  ravages  of  this  disease  gradually  became  less  and  less  and  just  prior  to  the  last 
war  the  average  annual  infections  had  fallen  to  9  and  the  death  rate  to  G  per  10,000 
of  the  population. 

The  outbreak  of  war  in  1939  with  its  consequent  strains  and  privations  resulted 
in  a  set  back  to  the_previous  decline  The  annual  notification  rate  rose  from  9  to 
1G  and  the  death  rate  from  G  to  9  per  10.000  persons  during  the  seven  years  1940/4G. 

Fortunately,  soon  after  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  new  potent  drugs  became 
available  and  surgical  methods  of  treatment  began  to  be  used  more  extensively  with 
quite  startling  curative  results  In  the  ensuing  seven  years  the  death  rate  fell  from 
9  to  4  per  annum  per  10  000  living  in  spi  te  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  new  infections 
showed  comparatively  little  decrease  (from  1G  to  13).  This  comparative  slight  decrease 
in  notified  disease  was  associated  with  better  methods  of  diagnosis  including  Mass 
Radiography,  the  latter  in  particular  often  revealing  symptomless  and  unsuspected 
disease  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated  or  too  often  repeated  that  far  too  many 
fail  to  take  advantage  of  this  means  of  early  diagnosis  which  carries  with  it  an 
assurance  of  cure.  This  is  what  Mass  Radiography  means  to  the  individual  For  the 
Community  it  ensures  that  the  sources  of  infection  will  no  longer  remain  a  hidden  and 
unsuspected  danger. 

The  improvements  in  diagnostic  methods  and  the  ability  of  modern  drugs  to  cure 
has  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  registered  patients.  The  number 
per  10  000  of  the  population  has  risen  from  an  average  of  50  in  the  period  1935  -  39 
to  an  average  of  80  between  1952  -  5G. 

This  i  s not  due  to  an  increase  in  the  notification  rate  but  to  the  fact  that  many 
more  patients  are  being  cured  and  remain  on  the  register  for  three  to  five  years  as 
observation  cases  before  being  finally  written  off 

Tuberculosis  is  on  the  way  out  but  its  final  extermination  will  largely  depend 
on  the  use  of  Mass  Radiography  by  the  public  and  the  general  acceptance  of  early 
treatment  and  recognised  methods  of  prevention  where  necessary. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  AND  ITS  ABATEMENT 

Three  Gauges  for  measuring  atmospheric  pollution  were  provided  j ointly  by  Rochester 
and  Chatham  Councils  in  1951  The  records  have  shown  a  steady  deterioration  in  the 
condition  of  the  air  The  Total  Solids  deposited  have  risen  from  an  average  of  178 
in  1952  to  271  tons  per  square  mile  in  195G  In  heavy  industrialized  districts  the 
corresponding  figure  is  about  500  tons  Anything  over  250  tons  is  bad. 

The  reasons  for  this  serious  increase  in  air  pollution  is  primarily  due  to  the 
consumption  of  more  fuel  and  is  associated  with  the  erection  of  many  new  houses,  a 
great  increase  in  motor  traffic  and  to  a  slight  increase  in  industrial  undertakings 
In  195G  there  were  f more  houses  than  in  1951  The  number  of  motor  vehicles 
crossing  Rochester  Bridge  in  one  August  week  in  1951  was  29.918  in  1954  the  number 
was  70  33G  and  by  195G  this  increased  by  20  per  cent  to  84  405. 

The  main  sources  of  local  pollution  are  domestic  coal  fires,  industrial  furnaces 
and  processes,  petrol  and  diesel  engine  exhausts.  Railways  and  Ships. 

The  chief  dangers  to  health  arise  from  air  pollution  by  smoke  and  sulphur  gases 

Smoke  consists  of  minute  particles  of  carbon  and  liquid  tarry  matter  and  is  the 
result  of  incomplete  combustion  of  coal  and  motor  fuels  More  than  half  the  smoke 
pollution  comes  from  domestic  fires  burning  coal  which  produces  2  7  per  cent  of  its 
weight  as  smoke  or  approximately  2)ilbs  from  every  hundred  weight  of  coal  burnt.  This 


is  more  than  double  the  amount  produced  in  coal  burning  industrial  furnaces  viz.  11 
per  cent  On  the  other  hand  industrial  coal  burning  furnaces  produce  1  8  per  cent  of 
sulphur  gases  as  compared  with  1  2  per  cent  in  household  coal  fires 

The  smoke  and  sulphur  gases  hang  in  the  air  for  long  periods  and  only  about  one 
quarter  of  the  amount  issued  from  coal  fires  reaches  the  recording  gauges  and  this 
is  an  important  point  m  interpreting  the  results  of  the  gauge  analysis 

In  view  of  the  larger  contribution  of  smoke  pollution  from  the  domestic  consumption 
of  coal  its  use  must,  eventually,  cease  entirely  if  the  pollution  of  the  air  is  to 
be  eliminated  effectually.  It  is  strange  that  complaints  are  never  received  on  this 
major  health  hazard  from  domestic  smoke 

The  remedy  may  be  provided  by  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  This 
Act  will  enable  the  Council  to  exercise  stricter  control  over  offending  industrial 
furnaces  and  processes  and  it  also  authorises  the  Council  to  establish  smokeless  zones 
with  the  object  of  seventually  making  the  whole  area  smokeless  This  will  take  time 
but  is  essential  to  the  attainment  of  clean  air 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  considered  the  possibility  of  promoting 
Smoke  Control  Areas  The  power  to  establ i sh  such  areas  may  be  exercised  by  individual 
boroughs  or  by  a  combination  of  two  or  more  local  authorities  As  air  pollution  knows 
no  boundaries,  drifting  from  town  to  town  and  district  to  district  with  the  vagaries 
of  wind  and  atmospheric  conditions  there  are  obvious  advantages  in  a  joint  plan  in 
the  Medway  Towns  This  would  ensure  that  eventually  -  probably  in  15  -  20  years  - 
the  local  air  pollution  could  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  resulting  in  a  great  improve 
ment  in  the  health  of  the  community  the  elimination  of  much  respiratory  disease  and 
probably  in  a  lower  incidence  of  lung  cancer 

Obviously,  the  Local  Authority  must  take  the  lead  in  any  such  proposals  but 
success  must  finally  depend  on  the  realization  by  the  public  of  the  dangers  to  their 
own  health  of  air  pollution  and  on  their  good  will  and  co  operation.  Before  any 
definite  action  is  taken  the  inhabitants  in  any  proposed  smokeless  zone  will  be  in 
formed  of  all  the  circumstances,  facts  and  advantages 

A  preliminary  investigation  is  being  made  in  two  areas  -  one  on  the  boundary  of 
Rochester  and  Chatham,  the  other  on  the  boundary  of  Chatham  and  Gillingham.  The  object 
is  to  ascertain  all  the  implications  including  the  cost  of  establishing  smokeless 
zones  At  least  seven  tenths  of  the  expenditure  incurred  by  the  owner  or  occupier 
in  modernizing  their  heating  arrangements  are  repaid  by  the  local  authority  This 
repayment  is  contingent  on  the  work  being  approved  and  carried  out  to  th e  satisfaction 
of  the  Council  and  must  be  completed  within  certain  defined  put  reasonable  time  limits 
In  Council  owned  houses  the  cost  is  borne  by  the  local  authority  In  all  cases  oart 
of  the  cost  to  the  Council  is  reimbursed  by  the  Central  Government 

The  cost  of  clearing  the  air  of  smoke  from  domestic  coal  fires  will  be  offset 
not  only w  ith  great  benefits  to  health  but  by  a  distinct  saving  in  fuel  some  of  which 
under  present  conditions  goes  up  the  chimney  unburnt  to  be  discharged  into  the  air 
as  smoke  and  grit 


HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

415  houses  were  constructed  during  195G  of  which  221  were  erected  by  the  Council 
The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year,  according  to  the  Rate  Books 

was  14 , 537 

Five  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  in  Troy  Town  were  made  by  the  Council  and  were  later 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  without  amendment  Another  Slum  Clearance  Area  in  Victoria 
Street,  Strood  was  also  confirmed  The  total  number  of  houses  in  these  areas  was 
9G  in  addition  9  Closing  Orders  and  13  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  individual  houses 

CONCLUSION 


I  would  like  to  express  to  all  members  of  the  Staff  and  to  my  colleagues  in 
other  Departments  my  appreci  at  ion  of  the  valuable  assistance  they  have  given  me  during 
the  year  and  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Committees  for  their  most  helpful 
support  and  consideration 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JO,  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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A«  STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) . Land  and  Inland  Water 
Population  -  Census  1951,  43,899 


Estimated  R.G 

(Mid. 

1956)  . 

..  ...  ...  ... 

OOO 

ooo 

4G, 220 

Number  of  houses 

inhabited  (end  195G)  according 

to  the  Rate  Books 

ooo 

0  0  0 

14, 537 

Rateable  Value 

.  .  .  ...  ...  .  . . 

O  0  0 

OOO  0 

..  ...  .0.  ».o 

ooo 

ooo 

£573,833 

Sum  representing 

a  penny  rate 

O  0  o 

0  O  0  0 

. . 

ooo 

0  0  0 

£2, 290 

Number  of  houses 

(including  flats) 

built 

during 

195G  -  Corporation 

221) 

Private  Enterprise 

194 

415 

TOTAL  BIRTHS. 

(Live  and  Still) 

Total 

M.  3 

p. 

Total 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

0  0  o 

ooo  6 

. .  ...  G77  ; 

33G 

341) 

Illegitimate  . . . 

o  o  o 

...  . 

. .  ...  23 

12 

ID 

700 

Still  Births  Legitimate  ... 

.  .  ...  12 

3 

9) 

Illegitimate  . . , 

. . . 

...  . 

oo  ooo  •=* 

- 

-) 

12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  persons 

living 

...  . 

. .  ...  15,1 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  &  still)  16„8 

TOTAL  DEATHS  -  All  causes  at  all  ages  . ..  .  . .  . 0 .  492 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  persons  living  ...  ...  ...  10  G 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  . „ .  , .  „  . ..  . ..  2 

Natural  increase  in  population  (excess  Births  over  Deaths  . ..  . ..  . .  „  208 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total  Infant  Deaths  ........... 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  . ..  ...  . ..  . .. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  . ..  . ..  .  .. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  .  „ .  ....  . ..  . ..  . ..  . .. 

Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  . ..  . . ..  . ..  .  ..  . ..  ...  . 


The  Registrar-General7 s  Table  of  Causes  of  Deaths  is  shown  on  page  12o 


8 

11. 4 
10.3 
43  4 


1 


The  following  Table  shows  a  comparison  between  this  district  and  England  and  Wales 


England  and  Wales... 
ROCHESTER  ... 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 
PER  1,000 
RESIDENT 
POPULATION 


DEATHS  PER  1000 
POPULATION 


DEATHS  UNDER  1 
YEAR  PER  1,000 
REGISTERED  LIVE 
BIRTH  S 


15. G  11.7 

*14j 8  *11. GG 


23.8 
11.  4 


(*Crude  Rates  adjusted  for  comparability  purposes) 


PRINCIPAL  CERTIFIABLE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system  including  Heart  Disease 

and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

Cancer  . 

Respiratory  Diseases  - 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Bronchitis  .  j  ’  ‘ ' 

Others  . ’  ’ 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) . 

Deaths  from  all  causes  . 


248 

PERCENT  AGE 

OP 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

50.  4 

94 

19  1 

30) 

18) 

49 

9  9 

1) 

3 

0  6 

492 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  -  BIRTH  AND  STILL  BIRTH  RATE 


Deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  and  births  per  1  000 
persons  living:  - 


Infant  Mortality 

1947 

1948 

19  49 

19  50 

19  5  1 

1962 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1966 

Rate  . 

60.  6 

27.  6 

32.  2 

35.  06 

40.  1 

24.  4 

21.  4 

20.  18 

18  00 

11  4 

Birth  Rate 
Stillbirth  Rate 
per  1.  000  total 
births  (Live  and 

23.  1 

20  8 

18.  16 

15.  2 

16.  54 

15  62 

17.  65 

16  47 

15  87 

15.  1 

Still)  . 

24  0 

22.  0 

23  0 

19  4 

28.  2 

23.  8 

17.  3 

26  2 

16  3 

16  8 

CAUSF.S  OF  DEATH  IN  CHILDREN  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE 


03 

PS 

P 

o 

B 

CAUSE  * 

CM 

as 

oa 

a 

X 

p 

Premature  Birth  .  1 

Injury  at  Birth  .  1 

Marasmus,  Inanition .  - 

Congenital  Deformity  .  1 

Pneumonia .  - 

Bronchitis  . 

Gastro-enteritis  .  - 

Other  Causes  .  _ 

Total  ...  3 


NEO  NATAL  DEATHS  DE  AT  H  8  OVER  4  VBBIS 


M 

00 

K 

m 

09 

GO 

09 

as 

00 

a  09 

09 

B 

09 

B 

CO 

B 

09 

B 

as 

00 

a 

M 

M 

X  tad 

H 

H 

X 

X  B 

£J 

M 

00 

P  00 

X 

K 

X 

o 

P  ^ 

00 

63 

00 

CO 

O 

O 

o 

B 

oa 

as 

m 

m 

-j  m 

B 

B 

B 

*0  >- 

Cd 

P 

CM 

CO 

+ 

H  + 

CO 

CJ 

CM 

M 

H  w 

X 

1 

1 

1 

O 

1 

O 

P 

•“< 

CM 

CO 

H 

« 

CD 

© 

H 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

— 

6 

a. 

2 

8 

CHILD  MORTALITY 


1954  1955 

3  1 


Number  of  deaths  of  children  aged  1  to  5  years 


1956 

3 


3 

NEO- NATAL  MORTALITY 


Total  Deaths  under  1  month  of  age  ... 

Death  Rate  of  children  under  1  month  of  age  per  1,000  births 


G  ( 1955“ 7) 

8,57  (1955  -  9.  G9) 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  IN  WARDS 

St.  Margaret” s 
St.  Peter’ s 
Troy  Town 
St.  Nicholas  , «  . 

Strood 
Temple 
Prindsbury 


B  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


118 

35 

58 

GG 

52 

83 


1.  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS 

There  are  24  doctors  resident  in  the  area  (excluding  St.  Bartholomew”  s  Hospital ) 
who  are  engaged  in  private  practice. 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  following  Table  shows  the  specimens  submitted  by  this  Authority  to  the  Public 
Health  Service  Laboratory,  Maidstone,  for  examination. 


POSITIVE  NEGATIVE  TOTAL 


Swabs 


Vomit 


Diphtheria  Bacilli  and 

Haemolytic  Streptococci  .  .  . 
Staphylococci  ... 


Throat  Washings 
Faeces 


?  Dysentery,  Typhoid  Group 
Pood  Poisioning,  etc 
Pood  Poisoning  ...  ... 

Pood  Poisoning  ...  .... 


Food  Stuffs 
Water  from  Churn 
Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  Bacteriological  Examinations 
Milk  Biological  Examinations 
Water  Bacteriological  Examinations 
Swimming  Bath  and  River  Water 
Bacteriological  Examinations 


11 
3  5  8 


30  130  160 

3  3 

2  2 

87 


18G 

7 

54 

18 


3.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


Headquarters.  Watling  Street,  Chatham, 


Telephone  Gillingham  59595 


4.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

In  addition  to  the  nursing  services  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  nursing 
in  the  home  is  provided  by  the  Watts  s  District  Nursing  Service,  The  Almshouses, 
Maidstone  Road,  Rochester,,  (Telephone  Chatham  2335) 

The  number  of  patients  visited  during  the  year  by  Watts’ s  Nurses  was  76  and  the 
total  number  of  visits  12,281 


4 


5.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

There  are  six  County  midwives  and  one  independent  midwife  serving  the  Rochester 

area 


6.  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

District  Office  13  Gun  Lane  Strood  Telephone  Chatham  7451 


7 .  HOSPITALS 

\ 

St ,  William  s  Hospital  Telephone  Chatham  3243 

St  Bartholomew  s  Hospital  Telephone  Chatham  4278 


clinic 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

SITUATION 


BT  WHOM  PROVIDED 


Ante  Natal 


Infant  Welfare 


Diphtheria  Immunisa¬ 
tion  and  Vaccina¬ 
tion 


Diphtheria  Immunisa 
tion  only 


Strood  Institution  on  Thursday  mornings  Elm) 

House"  New  Road  Avenue  Chatham.  2nd  and) 

4th  Tuesday  mornings.  ) 

) 

St  Stephen  s  Hall  Wallace  Road,  Rochester,) 
on  Friday  afternoons.  ) 

Strood  Institution  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and) 

Friday  mornings  ) 

Belsey  Hall  Rochester  on  Tuesday  afternoons  ) 

Borstal  Village  Hall  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday)  Kent  County  Council 
afternoons  ) 

) 

Strood  Institution  I  W  Clinic  on  2nd  Thurs-) 
day  in  the  month 

St  Stephen  s  Hall  on  1st  Tuesday  morning) 
each  month, 

) 

Belsey  Hall  Rochester  on  Tuesday  afternoons  ) 


Chest  Clinic 

13 

New  Road 

Rochester 

Venereal  Diseases 

36 

New  Road 

Rochester 

Orthopaedic  Radium 

St 

Bartholomew  s  Hospital  Rochester 

and  X-Ray  Ultra 

Violet  Light  Ear 
Nose  and  Throat 
Ophthalmic  Skin 
Diseases  Paediat 
rics 


) 

) 

) 

)  South  East  Metro- 
)  politan  Regional 
Hospital  Board 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


NURSING  HOMES 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 

There  is  one  registered  nursing  home  with  seven  maternity  beds  and  fifteen  beds 
for  general  cases  The  Home  is  visited  regularly  by  the  Medical  Off icer  of  Health. 

The  number  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  111  of  which  51  were 
Rochester  residents  The  number  of  general  cases  was  67  of  which  15  were  Rochester 
residents 


5. 

C  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  1956 


TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OP  CASES  IN 

GROUPS 

AGE 

AGE 

UN¬ 

KNOWN 

T  0  T  AL 

NOTIFIED  IN 

EACH  LOCALITY 

NO 

REMOVED 

TO 

H08PIT  AL 

DEATHS 

0-5 

5-15 

15-45 

4  5-65 

6  5  4* 

SOUTH 

NORTH 

Scarlet  Fever  „ .  . 

10 

4 

6 

(3 

4 

Pneumonia. „ .  ... 

28 

9 

2 

2 

7 

8 

_ 

16 

12 

1 

Food  Poisoning* 

9 

1 

1 

4 

3 

_ 

4 

5 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

36 

30 

6 

» 

_ , 

_ 

34 

2 

Measles  ...  . . . 

7 

5 

2 

_ 

6 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Paratyphoid  B.  . . 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

7 

5 

2 

_ 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentery... 

4 

=. 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

-- 

2 

•- 

- 

Total 

105 

_ 

55 

_ 

20 

8 

12 

10 

76 

29 

6 

1 

_ 1 

*3  Family  Outbreaks  1  Streptococcal:  1  Typhi-Murium;  1  Welchii. 
3  single  cases  1  Sal.  Heidelberg  2  cause  unknown* 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  DIVIDED  INTO  WARDS 


- 

— 

FRINDS- 

TROY 

ST 

ST  . 

ST  * 

BURY 

TOWN 

PETER 

MARGARET 

NICHOLAS 

STROOD 

TEMPLE 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

u  0  C 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

«  a 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

AC* 

2 

1 

9 

5 

1 

2 

8 

Whooping  Cough... 

COO 

2 

17 

8 

9 

Measles  ...  ... 

o  a  c 

«=, 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Paratyphoid  B*  . . . 

«  0  f 

=> 

1 

— 

=> 

<=. 

o_ 

Erysipelas 

«=. 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

«=» 

Dysentery  .. 

O  C  0 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Gastro -enteritis 

, . , 

-- 

“ 

4 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Total 

7 

4 

39 

21 

12 

8 

14 

Admissions  to 

the  Isolation  Block  at 

ST. 

WILLIAM'S 

HOSPITAL 

Table 

showing  Number  and  Types  of 

Admissions 

from  Rochester 

Gastro-enteritis 

a  a  O  o  e 

3 

Erysipelas 

3  a  c- 

ana  one 

a  o  a 

a  «  a  o  e  j 

ora  hoi 

••  0  0 

1 

Pneumonia, .  ,  ... 

O  l»  0 

o  o  a  6  a 

a  o  o 

no*  030 

4  0  0  'VO 

.  .  ... 

fi  k  » 

4 

Chickenpox 

0*0 

0  0  0  0  0 

4  0  0 

oat  a  o  o 

0  O  0  O  0  0 

n  o  c  j  o  c 

0  4  4  u  o  o 

0  u  0 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

0  9  0 

4  4  0 

o  o  w  a  «  c 

no*  coo 

•  o  o  4  0  0 

o  e  0  0  4  0 

0  O  0 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

0  0 

a  o  o  o  o 

«  a  3  a  a  a 

0  0  4  n  u  o 

0  4  0  4  ..  4 

0  4  0  4  o  0 

0  0  4 

2 

Dysentery  Sonne 

•  O  0 

o  e  a  o  * 

O  0  O 

o  o  0  4  0 

O  4  c  *4  C  0 

0  4  0  0  4  0 

too  o  o  r. 

2 

Paratyphoid  B,  .  . . 

a  o  o 

... 

o  a  o 

...  .  .  . 

4  4  e  0.0 

... 

•  •  •  ’ 

1 

Total 

...  20 

6 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  have  been  protected  against  Diphtheria- - 

Under  5  years  . .  419 

5-14  years . 77 

Reinforcing  dose .  565 


NUMBER  OP  CHILDREN  UNDER  THE  AGE  OP  IB  YBARS  ON  31,12  56  WHO  HAD 
COMPLETED  A  COURSE  OP  IMMUNISATION  AT  ANY  TIME  BBFORE  THAT  DATE 


YEAR  op 
x  BIRTH 

04 

a 

■r* 

104  3 

1044 

194  5 

194  6 

l  +  GT 

_ L 

00 

+ 

a 

H 

<x 

a 

ft* 

o 

c 

a 

^4 

I  I  961 

CM 

e 

a 

<e 

as 

H 

to 

a 

IO 

IO 

A 

lO 

o 

H 

Total 

Last  complete  course  of  injections 
(whether  primary  or  booster) 

1952  -  1956 

c— 

c- 
o 
*— < 

CO 

CO 

r- 

CO 

CM 

r—< 

o 

in 

in 

CO 

H 

CO 

CM 

m 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

H 

cn 

a> 

CO 

r}* 

CO 

rt* 

CO 

CO 

in 

r— < 

CM 

y? 

yf* 

|  1951  or  earlier 

O 

rH 

CO 

o 

CO 

CM 

CO 

m 

CO 

CM 

CO 

CO 

O 

in 

CM 

CM 

iH 

H 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CO 
<£> 
»— < 

CM 

CM 

1 

: 

i 

1 

i 

CO 

CM 

CM 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  following  cases  were  vaccinated  against  smallpox  during  1956  - 

Age  at  31  12  56  ...  ...  ...  Under  1  year  1-4  5-14  15+-  Total 

Number  vaccinated  .  ...  . .  256  175  6  17  454 

Number  re-vaccinated  .  2  11  26  39 

SCABIES  TREATMENT 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows:- 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956 

4  -  13  3  - 

BUG  INFESTATION 

27  infested  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT 


1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Total 

number 

of 

rats 

destroyed  ... 

496 

831 

598 

745 

994 

1373 

702 

1203 

Total 

number 

of 

mice 

destroyed  ... 

123 

107 

352 

141 

205 

186 

372 

497 

CANCER 


YB  AR 

DEATHS  1947 

1966 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1.000 

PER  80  MS  LIVING 

MALB 

PBM ALB 

TOTAL 

1947 

•  •  • 

«  «  « 

•  ft  • 

32 

31 

63 

1.6 

1948 

•  •  • 

•  ft  • 

•  ft  • 

•  •  • 

38 

21 

59 

1.  4 

1949 

t  (  , 

•  ft  ft 

•  •  • 

ft  •  • 

36 

46 

82 

1.9 

1950 

•  ft  ft 

•  ft  a 

51 

32 

83 

1.9 

1951 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

ft  •  ft 

54 

29 

83 

1.9 

1952 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  a 

ft  •  ft 

.  54 

38 

92 

2  06 

1953 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  ft  • 

43 

35 

78 

1.  73 

1954 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  * 

■  •  • 

46 

34 

80 

1,  77 

1955 

ft  •  • 

ft  •  • 

•  •  • 

44 

44 

88 

1  93 

1956 

51 

31 

82 

1.  77 
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CANCER  MORTALITY  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SITE 


SITE 

1-5 

H.  F. 

6  - 

M  . 

15 

F 

15  - 

M  . 

26 

F 

25 

H. 

-  45 

F 

45 

M. 

65 

F. 

6  54- 

M.  F, 

TOTAL 

M  F 

Stomach  . « .  «  « «  ®  °  <* 

_  _ 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

4 

2 

6  2 

11  5 

Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

O  «  V 

- 

- 

- 

1 

““ 

6 

10  - 

17  - 

Breast  .  ... 

«  «  • 

—  “=• 

““ 

— 

“ 

O 

—  O 

—  0 

Uterus  .  ... 

a  a  u 

—  ~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*=* 

~  1 

—  1 

Other  . .  ...  ...  ... 

0  o  0 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

7 

5 

13  11 

23  19 

TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  WERE  DIVIDED  AS  FOLLOWS  - 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non-Pul monary  Tuberculosis 


Average  for  the  preceding  5  years 

1956  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

‘Plus  3  T.B,  patients  who  died  from  other 


SOUTH 

NOBTH 

TOTAL 

1* 

1 

2* 

. 

-- 

1 

1 

PUL  MO  N  AH V 

T  B 

NON-PULMON ARY 

T.B, 

NOTIFIED 

DIED 

NOTIFIED 

DIED 

45 

9 

6 

1 

31 

2* 

4 

1 

causes 


8 


The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  S.  Roy  C,  Price. 
Chest  Physician  for  this  District  - 


Particulars  of  the  patients  from  the  Rochester  District  who  were 
dealt  with  at  the  Rochester  Chest  Clinic  during  1956 


NEN  PATIENTS 

P  DL  HON VRY 

NON  PULMON  ARY 

TOTALS 

ADULTS 

CHILDREN 

ADULTS 

CHILDREN 

ADULTS 

CHILDREN 

Defined  T  B 

Defined  Non  T  B  825 

1 _ 

M  F. 

21  16 

M  F 

1 

M.  F 

1 

M.  F 

1 

M  F. 
21  17 

* 

M  F. 

2 

Total  attendances  1  368 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Institutions  35 


TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFICATIONS  DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  1947  -  1956 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

NON-PULMONARY  TUB  ERCULO  SIS 

YEAR 

N0TIPICATI0N8 

DE  AT  HS 

DEATH  RATE 

NOTIFICATIONS 

DE ATHS 

DE  AT  H  RATE 

1947 

34 

21 

0.  52 

15 

2 

0.  05 

1948 

27 

16 

0  38 

10 

3 

0  07 

1949 

56 

30 

0  7 

10 

4 

0.09 

1950 

40 

8 

0.  19 

10 

1 

0.02 

1951 

•  •  • 

63 

17 

0  39 

10 

3 

0  068 

1952 

•  •  • 

47 

9 

0  20 

8 

1 

0  022 

1953 

•  •  • 

56 

7 

0  15 

6 

— 

— 

1954 

at 

30 

7 

0  15 

5 

- 

- 

1955 

29 

6 

0  13 

3 

1 

0  02 

1956 

31 

2* 

0  043 

4 

1 

0  02 

TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


YR  AR 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

NOP  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

NO.  ON 

RBGI STBR 

AT  3Ut 

DECBMBBR 

DEATHS 

DURING 

YB  AR 

DBATHS  * 

OP  NUMBER 

ON 

REGI8TBR 

NO  ON 

REGI8TBR 

AT  Slat 
DBCEMBER 

DBATHS 

DURING 

YBAR 

DBATHS  % 

OF  NUMBBR 

ON 

RBGISTBR 

1946 

•  •  t 

213 

23 

10  8 

54 

2 

3  7 

1947 

223 

21 

9  41 

60 

2 

3  3 

1948 

•  •  • 

227 

16 

7  04 

66 

3 

4  54 

1949 

238 

30 

12  6 

65 

4 

6  15 

1950 

259 

8 

3  08 

68 

1 

1  47 

1951 

273 

17 

6  22 

70 

3 

4  28 

1952 

282 

9 

3.  19 

69 

1 

1  45 

1953 

•  •  • 

323 

7 

2  16 

72 

- 

0  0 

1954 

•  ■  • 

319 

7 

2.  19 

68 

- 

0  0 

1955 

•  am 

313 

G 

1.  91 

65 

1 

1  5 

1956 

a  •  a 

311 

2* 

0  64 

62 

1 

1  6 

Average  for 

the  5 

years 

1935* 

39 

118 

21 

17  8 

62 

4 

6  5 

At  the  31st  December  1956  there  were  373  cases  on  the  Register. 
•  Plus  3  Tuberculosis  patients  who  died  from  other  causes. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


frnm  Se®®ions  a/e  at  the  Special  Clinic,  3G ,  New  Road,  Rochester,  on  Mondays 

from  1  30  p  m,  to  4  30  pm.  and  on  Thursday  from  11  a,m  to  1  p,m.  and  on  other  davs 
by  appointment  This  information  is  made  known  by  means  of  posters  and  leaflets 
through  the  Public  and  Port  Health  Departments.  Doctors,  Nurses  and  other  CUnics 
arpa  The  CllniC  18  conducted  by  C.D.  Routh,  Esq  ,  M  D  .  and  serves  a  considerable 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Or  C.D.  Routh 
NEW  PATIENTS,  ROCHESTER 


Syphilis 

Chancroid  ,  „  „  . .  „  . ovo 

Gonorrhoea  ...  . ..  ... 

Non-venereal  ...  .  0„ 

Total  number  of  new  patients  from  all  districts  served 

Attendances  of  Rochester  patients 

Total  attendances  of  patients  from  all  districts 


MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

“22 

6  2  8 

23  9  32 

...  ...  318 

...  ...  .  521 


3,  340 


NEW  PATIENTS  ATTENDING  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 
AND  TOTAL  ATTENDANCES  PROM  (a)  ROCHESTER  (b)  ALL  DISTRICTS 


1935  -  1954 


DISCHARGES  PROM  ALL  DISTRICTS  COVERED 
Discharged  cured: 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  ,  ,  „ , 

Non^Venereal  „ .  . ,  , 

DEFAULTED  BEFORE  FINAL  TEST  OF  CURE 
Syphilis  „  „ .  ,  „  „  „ .  „  o .  „ 

Gonorrhoea 


2G 

47 

218 
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AGED  PERSONS 


Assist  an  op  f?r  the  Lo,cal„  Authority  to  take  action  under  the  National 

assistance  Acts,  1948  1951  in  respect  of  aged  persons.. 


1956  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  OBSERVATIONS  ROCHESTER  AND  CHATHAM 
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D  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

(i)  The  Water  Works  for  the  supply  of  the  Strood  area  is  on  the  North  side  of  the 
River  Medway,  The  source  of  this  water  supply  is  from  wells  in  the  chalk  in  Strood 
to  which  was  added,  in  1942,  an  additional  supply  from  deep  chalk  wells  in  Cuxton. 

(ii)  The  Chatham  and  District  Water  Works  supplies  the  rest  of  the  City  to  the 
South,  This  supply  is  from  wells  in  the  chalk  and  greensand. 

Both  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

As  from  1st  April,  195G„  both  these  waterworks  were  taken  over  by  the  newly 
formed  Medway  Water  Board, 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION, 


STROOD  WATER  SUPPLY  CHATHAM  &  DISTRICT  SUPPLY  TOTAL 

Raw  Water  ............  14  _  14 

Treated  Water  .......  14  26  -40 

Total  ...  28  26  54 

In  addition  there  were  4  chemical  analyses  of  the  Strood  raw  water  supply, 

191  samples  of  the  Chatham  &  District  water  supply  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  59  by  the  Chatham  &  District  Water  Company  and  132  by  the  Medway 
Water  Board,  and  the  results  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  on  a  chemical  analysis  of  untreated  water 
taken  from  the  Strood  Supply  on  the  3rd  December,  1956. 


PH  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Electric  Conductivity  ...  ...  ... 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  ... 

Hardness  -  Carbonate  280)  T  .  . 

Non-Carbonate  45)  0  al 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Metals  ...  ...  ... 

Turbidity  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ...  ...  ...  , . . 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  carbonate 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Oxygen  Absorbed ...  ...  ... 


PARTS  PER  MILLION 

7,  2 
730 
76 

325 

10 

0  000 
0  017 
Absent 
Nil 
26 
490 
280 

Absent 
0  20 


SWIMMING  POOL 

During  the  bathing  season  the  water  in  the  swimming  pool  is  frequently  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  The  pool  is  owned  by  the  local  Authority  and  the 
water  is  chlorinated  and  filtered  continuously.  During  1956  twelve  samples  were  taken. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

During  1956,  35  existing  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewer  and  cesspools  abolished 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  under  the  control  of  the  City  Surveyor,  Refuse 
is  collected  once  a  week  and,  at  the  present  time  is  dealt  with  by  control  1 ed  tipping 
on  Temple  Marsh.  Salvage  (paper)  is  collected  once  weekly 
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E  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  ROCHESTER 

M.  P. 

All  Causes  .  272  220 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .  2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .  _  i 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ...  . . .  ...  2  - 

4.  Diphtheria  . ~ .  _  _ 

5-  Whooping  Cough  . . . .  ...  ... 

G.  Meningococcal  infection  . -  - 

7.  Ac.  Pbl iomyel itis .  -  _ 

8.  Measles .  - 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung.  •  bronchus  . ." .  22  1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  12  G 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  -  G 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  -  2 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  .  25  18 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  .  1  1 

16-  Diabetes  .  ’. .  3  3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .  32  48 

18.  Coronary  disease  angina  .  40  1G 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 7  2 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  . .  ...  .  39  44 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  .  6  13 

22.  Influenza  . 

23.  Pneumonia  . . 1G  14 

24.  Bronchitis  .  13  5 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  .  1 

2G.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  4  5 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  2  1 

28  Nephritis  ana  nephrcs’s  .  3  3 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  5 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  aDortion  .  -  2 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .  1  2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  17  20 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  4  - 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  12  3 

35.  Suicide .  3  2 

3G.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  -  - 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

Total  .  8 

Legitimate  .  7 

Illegitimate  .  1 

Live  Births: 

Total  .  700 

Legitimate  . G77 

Illegitimate  .  23 

Stillbirths 

Total  .  12 

Legitimate  .  12 

Illegitimate  . 

POPULATION  .  46, 220 
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F.  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’  S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1956 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OP  THE  CITY  OF  ROCHESTER. 


Your  Worship,  Madam  and  Gentlemen: 


I  beg  to  submit  my  eighteenth  annual  report  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the 

City. 


COMPLAINTS 

993  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
955  in  1955. 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 


The  following  premises  were  made  the  subject  of  Clearance  Area  action  by  the 
Council  during  the  year:- 


John  Street/Hoopers  Road 
Clearance  Area  No.  11A 
John  Street/Hoopers  Road 
Clearance  Area  No.  11B 

John  Street/Hoopers  Road 
Clearance  Area  No.  11C. 

John  Street/Hoopers  Road 
Clearance  Area  No.  11D 


John  Street/Hoopers  Road 
Clearance  Area  No.  11E 


Nos.  23,  25,  27,  29  and  31,  John  Street,  Rochester. 

Nos.  33,  35,  39,  41,  45,  47.  49,  51,  53,  55,  57. 

61,  63,  65,  67,  69,  71,  77.  79,  81,  83,  85  and 
87,  John  Street,  Rochester. 

Nos.  66,  68,  74,  76,  78  and  80,  John  Street,  Roch¬ 
ester. 

No.  31,  Queen  Street,  Rochester. 

Nos.  34,  36,  38,  42,  44,  46,  48,  50,  52.  54,  56  and 
58,  John  Street,  Rochester. 

Nos.  4,  6,  8,  10  and  12,  Hoopers  Road,  Rochester. 

Garages  on  South  Side  of  Hoopers  Road  at  junction 
with  John  Street,  Rochester, 

Nos.  1  to  8  (consecutive)  Hoopers  Square,  Rochester. 

Nos.  1  to  6  (consecutive)  Bartholomew’s  Square, 
Rochester. 

Nos.  3  to  15  (odd  numbers)  Hoopers  Road,  Rochester. 

Nos.  1,  2  and  3,  Hoopers  Cottages,  Rochester. 

Nos.  12  to  28  (even  numbers)  John  Street,  Rochester. 

Greengrocery  Store,  Hoopers  Road,  Rochester. 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed,  without  modification, 
the  John  Street/Hoopers  Road  Clearance  Areas  Nos.  11A,  11B,  11C,  11D  and  11E,  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase  Orders,  1956  on  the  25th  June,  21st  June,  26th  June,  6th  August  and 
28th  June,  1957  respectively. 

(Note:-  Nos.  1,  Hoopers  Road  and  40,  John  Street  were  already  under  operative 
Demolition  Orders,  made  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  at  the  time  of  the  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  houses  in  the  foregoing  Areas). 


Clearance  Area  No.  12 


Nos.  1,  2,  3.  4.  5.  6,  7,  8,  14.  15,  16,  17.  18, 

19  and  20,  Victoria  Street,  Strood. 


The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  without  modification  the 
Victoria  Street,  Strood,  Clearance  Area  No.  12,  Clearance  Order,  1956,  on  the  4th  March, 
1957. 


DEMOLITION  ORDERS 

The  following  2  houses  were  subjected  to  Demolition  Orders  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year: - 


2  and  4a,  Barton  Road,  Strood. 


14. 


CLOSING  ORDERS 


Clos  ing  Orders  under  Section  10,  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act 
1J53  respecting  the  following  9  houses  were  made  during  the  year  - 


2G,  Edward  Street.  Strood 
67,  Morden  Street,  Rochester. 

1  Barnetts  Cottages,  West  Street,  Frindsbury. 
2.  Barnetts  Cottages.  West  Street,  Frindsbury 
25  Station  Road  Strood. 


100.  Queen  Street.  Rochester. 
92,  King  Street,  Rochester. 
44.  Alma  Place,  Strood. 

46,  Alma  Place,  Strood. 


Closing  Orders  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  also  made  respecting. - 

16c,  New  Road.  Rochester 
20.  Vicarage  Road, -Strood. 

22.  High  Street,  Strood. 


DEMOLITION 

14  houses  were  demolished  during  1956:- 
Houses  in  Clearance  Areas- 

3.  Newark  Street,  Strood. 

15.  16  and  18,  Friary  Place,  Strood 

Houses  under  Individual  Demolition  Orders: - 

17  to  29,  Barton  Road,  Strood 
1  and  2,  Dunnings  Lane.  Rochester 
180.  Deice  Road.  Rochester 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 


Repairs  and  improvements  to  the  total  of  1140  were  affected  under  the  Inspectors’ 
direction  and  supervision  throughout  the  year  The  details  of  the  various  repairs 
etc  .  carried  out  are  given  in  the  following  list:- 


Premises  (existing)  connected  to  foul  water  sewer 
Drainage  entirely  reconstructed 

Drainage  partly  reconstructed  or  transferred  from  storm 
water  sewer  to  foul  water  sewer 
Defective  drains  repaired 
Defective  inspection  chambers  and  covers 
Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed 
New  ventilated  soil  pipes  fixed 
New  ventshafts  fixed 
Insufficient  W  C  accommodation 

New  w  C.  apartment  built . .  . ! 

W  C  s  provided  with  pans  and  traps 
Artificial  lighting  provided  in  W  C  "s 
Urinals  constructed  and  improved  ... 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  with  ventilated  approach 
Flushing  apparatus  and  water  supply  provided  to  W  C  's 
W  C  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed 
New  sinks  fixed 

New  lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed . . . 

Cesspools  abolished  . . 

Water  tests  applied . 

Smoke  tests  applied... 


13 

22 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  <  t  *  « 

47 

14 


35 


8 

3 

366 

1 

6 

1 

1 

13 

11 

1 

1 

2 

18 

6 

3 

13 

19 


15, 

MISCELLANEOUS 

14 

9 

3 

1 
1 
40 
28 
30 
84 

8 

2 
27 
86 
23 
22 

7 

15 
20 
11 

1 
0 
49 
1 

4 

4 
30 
11 
70 

2 
2 

8 

5 
14 

Total  ...  1140 

NOTICES  SERVED 


Informal  notices  issued  (written  and  verbal)  .  664 

Informal  notices  complied  with .  552 

Statutory  notices  served . .  .  29 

Statutory  notices  complied  with:- 

(a)  by  owners  or  occupiers  .  19 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner 

or  occupier  .  3 


(Includes  notices  served  in  1955  and  complied  with  in  1956). 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

1,618  loads  were  pumped  from  cesspools  in  the  City  as  against  1,565  in  1955 
Of  the  total  number  of  loads  pumped,  1„  506  loads  were  taken  from  foul  water  cesspools. 

VERMINOUS  DWELLINGS 

70  rooms  in  27  houses  (Corporation  Houses  8,  Privately  owned  houses  19)  were 
subj ected  to  disinfestation  treatment  for  the  destruction  of  vermin.  In  all  cases  the 
premises  were  treated  by  thorough  spraying  with  an  insecticide  incorporating  D.  D. T. 


No,  of  houses  demolished 

(Clearance  Areas  _  4,  Housing  Act,  1936  (Sec. 
Voluntarily  demolished  -  0)  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  houses  closed  (Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  Section  10) 


11)  -  10; 


1936,  Section  12)  (undertaking) . 


Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Housing  Act, 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  determined 

Dangerous  walls  reconstructed  and  underpinned. . . 

Roofs  repaired . .  . .  . . 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  of  brickwork  repaired  . 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  . 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...... 

Yard  paving  repaved  or  repaired  (repaved  -  4) 

(repaired  -  4)  "  ‘  *"  . * 

Concrete  floors  provided  to  cellars...  ... 

Defective  floors  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dirty  walls  cleansed...  ...  ......  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ......  ...  ......  ...... 

Pood  premises  provided  with  constant  hot  water  supply  . 

Pood  premises  cleansed  and  re-decorated  ...  . 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Defective  doors  and  door  frames  ... 

Lighting  of  rooms  improved  ...  . . . .  ...  ...  ... 

Ventilation  of  rooms  improved  ...  . . .  .  ... 

Defective  windows  repaired  (woodwork,  glazing  and  sashcords). 
Handrails  provided  to  staircases  . ..  ...  ... 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  or  improved 
Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  . . .  ... 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested .. .  . .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Dirty  houses  cleansed  (tenant's  neglect)  ..  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  . . . . 

Wasps  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ......  . 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied,..  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 


18. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


1  415  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  various  premises  associated  with 
the  production  and  sale  of  food 

Of  this  number  5G6  were  visits  to  the  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  City 
for  the  inspection  of  carcases  etc  ,  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

The  number  of  carcases  and  the  associated  organs  and  offals  examined  during  the 
year  was  10  170  as  compared  with  7r940  in  1955.; 

Tha  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  carcases  in 


spected  "and  the  number  found 

upon 

inspection 

to  be  diseased  or 

unsound 

Cat  tie 

Exc  lud i ng 
Cows 

Cows 

Calve  s 

Sheep 

and 

L  anb  s 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

•  •  o 

797 

379 

414 

3240 

5340 

— 

Number  inspected 

•  o  • 

797 

379 

414 

3240 

5340 

- 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

CYSTICERCI 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

•  a  • 

2 

- 

2 

44 

3 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

90 

95 

1 

184 

301 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

11  54 

25  06 

0  72 

7  03 

5  69 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

5 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
co  n  d  em  n  ed 

77 

80 

1 

137 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

10  53 

22  42 

0  48 

2  62 

CYSTICERGOSIS 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

2 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17. 


oi  u!?e  £°^owi”e  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases,  inspected  in  the  Rochester 
w i th g|it ®rhou ®es  together  with  the  percentages  of  the  carcases  found  to  be  affected 
Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  or  conditions,  during  the  two  years  prior  to 
1939  as  compared  with  the  figures  for  1955/56 


No 

•  of 
i  n  sp  e 

Cat  c  a 

ct  ed 

ie  s 

- — - 

Percentage  of  the  Carcases 
to  be  affected  with 

inspected  found 
disease 

Tuberculosi 

S 

Diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosi s 

Year 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Ye  ar 
195  5 

Ye  a  t 
195  6 

Year 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Year 

1955 

Year 
195  6 

Year 

1937 

Year 

1938 

Year 
195  5 

Year 

1956 

Cows  „ 

0  ooo 

6 

\ 

9 

147 

379 

55.  5 

11.  1 

18,36 

22.  42 

0 

11.  1 

23,  87 

25.06 

Cattle 

Cows 

excluding 

217 

365 

328 

797 

8.3 

8  8 

10.36 

10,53 

7.  8 

9,  0 

10. 97 

11.  54 

Calves 

ooo 

88 

101 

360 

414 

0 

0 

0 

0,48 

4.5 

1.98 

0.  55 

0.  72 

Sheep 

and  Lambs 

8332 

12984 

2124 

3240 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.8 

2.88 

2.63 

7,03 

Pigs  . . 

*  •  ® 

1367 

2165 

4981 

5340 

5,  26 

5.95 

2.  18 

2.  62 

3.51 

2,67 

1.  66 

5.  69 

.PiahJir  ;  Tr  .  I00as  round  t0  be  diseased  or  unsound  during  the  vear 

details  of  the^nfi^food'  surrendered  llV  ****  “P  aS  f°ll0WS  and  the 


Diseased  or  Unsound  Meat, 
Other  Poods  . „ .  0 „ .  ° 


5  carcases  and  offals  of  cows 

9  carcases  and  offals  of  steers 

3  carcases  and  offals  of  calves 
44  carcases  and  offals  of  sheep 

6  carcases  and  offals  of  pigs 

7  forequarters  of  cows,,. 

4  forequarters  of  steers 
248  bovine  livers 


0  0  0 

o  o  o 


>  o  o 
i  o  o 


77  bovine  heads  and  tongues 

117  bovine  lungs  ...  ... 

4  bovine  tongues  . ..  ooo 
6  bovine  hearts 
6  boyine  kidneys  „  „  „  °  °  ° 

112  bovine  stomachs,  intestines,  etc. 

12  sheep  heads  and  tongues 
20  sheep  plucks  ...  „  „ 

146  sheep  livers  , o o o  °°° 

144  pigs"  heads  and  tongues 
74  pigs5  plucks 
208  pigs”  livers 
87  pigs”  lungs 
24  pigs”  hearts 
6  pigs”  kidneys 


>  O  3 

I  o  o 


0  0  0 

0  0  0 


•••  12  tons,  1  cwt. ,  2  qtrs. ,  131bs. 

O0°  •••  4  tons,  11  cwt,,  0  qtrs. ,  llb„ 

POOD  CONDEMNED 

.oo  Generalised  Tuberculosis, 

•  °  °  (7  Generalised  Tuberculosis,  1  Septicaemia, 

1  Oedema), 

(1  Pyaemia,  1  Immaturity,'  1  Tuberculosis), 
( Emaciation  arid  Dropsy,  3  Septicaemia. 
26  Muti lation) „ 

(1  Fevered  and  ill-bled,  3  Generalised  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  2  Septicaemia), 

(4  Tuberculosis,  3  Bruising), 

Tuberculosis, 

(98  Cirrhosis,  44  Multiple  Abscesses,  61, 
Cavernous  Angioma,  4  Flukes,  38  Tuber¬ 
culosis,  i3  Patty  Degeneration). 

(60  Tuberculosis.  10  Actinomycosis,  4  Cysti- 
cercus  Bovis,  3  Abscesses). 

(110  Tuberculosis,  3  Congestion,  4  Parasitic). 
(1  Abscess,  3  Actinomycosis), 

(5  Pericarditis,  1  Cysticercus  Bovis). 

(2  Cystie,  2  Nephritis,  2  Tuberculosis). 

(90  Tuberculosis,  17  Johnes  Disease  5  In- 
fl animation) » 

(10  Mutilation,  2  Parasitic). 

(7  Parasitic,  11  Adhesions,  2  Abscesses). 
(101  Parasitic,  45  Cirrhosis). 

Tuberculosis 

(6  Tuberculosis,  60  Congestion,  8  Pleurisy). 
(198  Cirrhosis,  10  Parasitic),, 

Congestion. 

Pericarditis. 

(5  Cystic,  1  Nephritis). 


ooo 

ooo 
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15  pigs  stomachs  intestines,  etc 
34  lbs  pigs  skin  and  fat 

127  lbs  beef 

76  lbs,  mutton  ...  ...  ... 

67  lbs,  pork  ...  ...  ... 

1792  lbs  bananas  ... 

44  lbs  cheese  trimmings 
96  chocolate  puddings  ...  ... 

156  tins  chicken  . 

16  lbs  chicken 
490  lbs  corned  beef 

24  pkts  cereals  ...  ... 

36  tins  cream 
3  tins  creamed  rice 
133  tins  fish 

130  lbs  fish  (wet)  ...  . 

15  lbs  flour 

666  tins  fruit  ...  ...  ... 

240  lbs.  fruit  (dried) 

458  lbs  ham  (tinned) 

14  lbs  1 ar d  . . 

2160  lbs  jam  (foreign)  . 

323  lbs  luncheon  meat  ...  ... 

345  lbs  meat 

3  j  ars  meat  paste  .  . . 

7  lbs  mincemeat 

622  tins  milk 

1  jar  pickles  . 

5  tins  spaghetti 

5  tins  rice  pudding 

246  tins  soup  ...  ... 

12  tins  tongue  . 

81  lbs  veal  (tinned) 

1955  tins  vegetables  ... 


(13  Tuberculosis,  2  Inflammation), 

Urticaria 

Unsound. 


M 


DISPOSAL  OP  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

All  the  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner  - 

Meat  offals  etc  ,  -  Stained  with  green  dye  and  released  to  a 

reputable  firm  for  treatment  and  manu 
facture  into  fertilisers  etc. 

All  other  foodstuffs  -  Collected  and  disposed  of  by  burying  which 

is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  staff. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  Food  Premi ses  in  the  area  by  type  of  business,  at  the  end  of  the  year  - 


TYPE  OF  BUSINESS  NUMBER 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  15 
Butchers  37 
Cafes  and  Tea  Bars  25 
Canteens  22 
Dairies  3 
Fishmongers  (wet  and  dried  only)  9 
Fried  Pish  Shops  15 
General  Shops  72 
Greengrocers  33 
Grocers  58 
Hotels  4 
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TYPE  OF  BUSINESS 


NUMBER 


Licensed  Premises 
Mobile  Shops 

Mobile  Refreshment  Stalls 
Sugar  Confectioners 


89 

9 

4 

42 


Number  of  Pood  Premises  under  Section  146,  Rochester  Corporation  Act,  193G 


Manufacture  of  sausage  and/or  preserved  food.,. 
Manufacture  of  Ice-cream.. . 

Sale  and  storage  of  Ice-cream...  ...  ...  ... 

THE  POOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 


0  0  0 

o  o  o 


24 

1 

197 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  Abstract  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations 
for  the  information  of  occupiers  of  food  premises  etc,,  and  persons  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  food  was  sent  to  the  occupiers  .of  all  premises,  large  and  small,  in  the 

area  dealing  with  the  sale  of  food,  preparation,  transport,  storage  and  delivery  of 
food* 

Inspections,  which  have  been  dependant  upon  the  number  of  the  Inspectorate  staff 
available,  have  been  carried  out  at  a  large  number  of  the  premises  concerned. 


MILK 


Periodic  visits  to  the  total  of  207  were  paid  to  dairies,  other  than  those  at 
dairy  farms,  and  to  shops  selling  sterilised  milk  for  the  purpose  of  taking  milk 
samples  and  routine  inspections  of  the  premises 

The  number  of  retail  dairies  and  the  number  of  retail  distributors  in  the  City 
Area,  together  with  the  number  of  licences  issued  by  the  Rochester  City  Council  under 
the  Special  Designation  Regulations  are  as  follows :  = 

Number  of  dairies  (excluding  dairy  farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

»"  registered  distributors  (excluding  distributors  of  sterilised 
milk  only)  with  premises  in  the  City  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

•»  ‘  »»  registered  distributors  (excluding  distributors  of  sterilised 

milk  only)  with  premises  outside  the  City  Area  ...  ...  ...  7 

»»'  ».■  registered  distributors  of  Sterilised  Milk  only  (General  Shops, 

® ^  )  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  4 

Licences  issued;- 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  -  Dealers"  Licences  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dealers5  Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  5 

Pasteurised  Milk  -Dealers8  (Pasteurisers8)  Licences...  ...  3 

Dealers’  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dealers”  Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  5 

Sterilised  Milk  -  Dealers”  Licences  . ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 
Milk 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Non-designated  Raw  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  ...  4 

13  samples  of  the  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)  proved,  upon  examination, 
to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) (Raw  Milk)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1949. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  7  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  local  herds,  from 
milk  supplied  to  schools  and  from  retailers8  premises  for  examination  as  to  the  presence 
of  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  the  milk. 
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5  samples  showed  negative  results  ; 

The  two  samples  found  to  be  positive  were  taken  from  the  raw  milk  supplies  to  a 
local  dairyman  before  pasteurisation  by  him  at  his  licensed  premises 

Further  investigation  into  the  matter  revealed  that  his  supplies  were  obtained 
from  a  large  firm  of  wholesalers  who,  in  turn,  collected  milk  from  a  large  number  of 
farms. 

The  wholesalers  and  the  Local  Authority  in  which  their  premises  are  situated  were 
immediately  informed  in  order  that  the  necessary  action  could  be  taken  to  locate  the 
farm  and  the  animal  responsible  for  the  tuberculous  milk. 

85  samples  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk  from  the  3  pasteurising  plants  in 
the  City  area,  and  from  supplies  treated  outside  the  area,  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  during  the  year  for  subjection  to  the  Phosphatase  and/or  Methylene 
Blue  Tests  and  the  Turbidity  Test  in  relation  to  Sterilised  Milk.  The  results  are 
given  below;- 


Phosphatase  Test 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Turbidity  Test 

79  samples  passed 

6  sampl  es  failed 

84  samples  passed 

1  sample  failed 

25  samples  passed 

0  samples  failed 

WATER 

58  samples  of  drinking  water  (mains  supplies)  and  12  of  swimming  bath  water  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  during  the  year  Fuller  details 
in  connection  with  the  water  supplies  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 


ICE  CREAM 


During  the  year  10  vendors  were  registered  under  the  Rochester  Corporation  Act. 
1936  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  in  the  City  area  The  total  number  of 
premises  and/or  vendors  registered  is  197 

All  suppl ies  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  City  are  with  one  exception  manufactured 
in  other  areas.  ; 

At  the  small  manufactory  in  Rochester  the  business  is  carried  on  in  a  very  satis 
factory  manner  and  samples  taken  both  for  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical 
analysis  have  proved  to  be  up  to  standard 

69  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bac 
teriological  examination  and  theresultsof  the  same  are  as  follows 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


46  samples 
19  samples 
3  samples 
1  sample 


In  addition  18  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis  and  the  details  relating  to  these  are  given  on  Page  21 


OTHER  SPECIMENS 

The  following  specimens  were  also  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year 

Evaporated  Milk 
Soft  Drink 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING  1956 

177  samples  of  milk  and  other  foods  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
chemical  analysis  during  the  year 

The  details  relating  to  the  kinds  of  foods  sampled,  the  resultsof  the  analyses 
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made  and  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  the  samples  reported  by  the  Analyst  as  being 
either  inferior "  or  adulterated "  are  shown  in  the  following  tables: 


ARTICLE 


NO 


Bovril  .... 

Butter... 

Camphorated  Oil  „„ 
Candied  Peel 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Coffee  Essence 
Coffee  ...  ... 

Curry  Powder 
Demerara  Sugar 
Doughnuts 
Dressed  Crab 
Pish  Cakes  ... 

Pish  Paste  ... 
Plour  ...  ... 

Glycerine 
Ice-cream  ... 
Iodine  ...  ...  . . , 

J am  ...  ...  ©o 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 
Margarine  ... 
Marmite  ... 

Meat  Paste  . 

Milk  (Liquid) 

Milk  (tinned) 

Olive  Oil 
Orange  Drink 
Orange  Squash 
Potato  Crisps 
Potato  Puffs 
Sausages  (Beef)  .  . , 
Sausages  (Pork)  ,  .< 
Suet  (Beef)  ... 

Tea  o.o  o.o  .  o i 

Tomato  Ketchup 
Vinegar 


o  o  • 

©  ©  o 


coo 

O  O  ft 


o  ©  o 

ft  o  o 


©  ©  o 

©Oft 

o  ©  o 


o  o  o 

o  o  e 

o  o  « 
<©  ©  ft 
o  o  o 

o  o  o 


0  0  0 

O  o  o 

©Oft 


ft  o  o 

©  O  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

ft  ft  o 

ft  ft  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 

0  0© 

o  o  o 

©  o  o 

0  o  o 


o  o  o 

o  o  o 


o  ft  < 

0  ft  < 


©  o  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  © 

o  o  o 

o  o  o 
o  o  ft 

o  o  o 

0  0  0 

o  o  o 


3  0  0 

o  o  o 


o  ©  © 

o  e  o 

©  o  o 

©  o  a 


o  ©  o 

o  o  o 

o  o  ft 

o  o  o 


o  o  ft 

O  O  0 
ft  o  o 

ft  0  o 
o  o  o 


2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 
2 

4 
3 
1 
1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 
90 

4 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
G 
2 
3 
1 
1 


SAMPLE  NO 

ARTICLE 

1 

Condensed 

(Machine 

Skimmed) 

Milk 

2 

Condensed 

(Machine 

Skimmed) 

Milk 

12 

Condensed 

(Machine 

Skimmed) 

Milk 

13 

Condensed 

(Machine 

Skimmed) 

Milk 

Totals  ...  177 

RESULT  OF  ANALYSIS 

Contents  of  very  thick 
consistency 


Contents  of  very  thick 
consistency, 


Contents  of  very  thick 
consistency 


Contents  of  very  thick 
consistency 


ADULTERATED  OR 
GENUINE  DETERIORATED 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2  - 

4 
3 
1 
1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

90 

4 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

G 

2  - 
3 
1 
1 


172  5 


ACTION  TAKEN 

Whole  of  stocks  surrendered 
for  destruction. 


Whole  of  stocks  surrendered 
for  destruction. 


Whole  of  stocks  surrendered 
for  destruction. 


Whole  of  stocks  surrendered 
for  destruction. 


124 


Tincture  of 
Iodine 


Slight  excess  of  potassium  Communications  sent  to  shop 
iodide  keeper,  distributors  and 

manufacturers  of  the  product 
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In  addition  to  the  routine  sampling  of  food  and  drink  for  chemical  analysis  the 
following  foods,  in  connection  with  which  complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Health 
Department  by  members  of  the  public  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  his 
observations  and  report: 


ARTICLE 

( 1)  Br^ad  containing  cigarette  end. 


(2)  Mince  pie  containing  extraneous 
matter 


(3)  Ammonia  in  pasteurised  milk. 


(4)  Chocolate  containing  whitish  brown 
deposit 


(5)  Extraneous  matter  in  cream  doughnut 


(G)  Buttered  bread  roll  containing 
small  piece  of  glass. 


ANALYST VS  REPORT  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 

Examination  indicated  that  the  cigarette  end 
was  in  the  loaf  at  the  time  it  was  baked. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers. 

Examination  proved  the  extraneous  matter 
to  be  part  of  a  small  fibre  plug. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturers 

Sample  upon  analysis  contained  0  04%  ammonia 

Representation  made  to  the  dairy  concerned 
who  had  already  discovered  that  the  cause  of 
the  ammonia  in  the  milk  was  due  to  a  badly 
fitted  gasket  in  the  pasteurisation  plant 
The  milk  in  question  had  been  distributed 
before  the  discovery  of  the  trouble. 

Examination  of  the  chocolate  showed  it  was 
old  stock  and  contained  one  larva  of  the 
ephistia  moth 

Letter  of  warning  to  the  vendor. 

Extraneous  matter  proved  to  be  piece  of 
blue  coloured  paper 

Letter  of  warning  to  the  manufacturers 

Not  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 

Letter  of  warning  to  the  owners  of  the 
factory  concerned 


ICE  CREAM 

The  results  of  the  analyses  of  18  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year  are  as  follows: - 

PAT 

67%  78%  89%  9-10%  10-11%  11-12%  12  13%  13%  and  over 

0  1  2  1  3  4  3  4 

Total  18  samples 

The  su gar  content  and  the  non  fatty  milk  solids  were  satisfactory  in  every  case. 
All  the  samples  examined  complied  with  the  Pood  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

No  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year 

FACTORIES  AND  WORK  PLACES 

201  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  the  factories  and  work  places 
in  the  City  during  the  year.  The  number  of  defects  found  at  the  premises  visited  was 
32. 

I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  help  and  co  operation  given  at  all 
times  by  H  M  Factory  Inspector  and  Staff  who  are  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the 
workers  at  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used 


23 


FACTORIES  ACTS „  1937  and  1948 


1  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISION  AS  TO  HEALTH  (INCLUDING 
INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspect  ions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu  pie  r  s 
prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 

tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  G 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities. ; 

55 

1G 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

199 

182 

8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- workers1’ 
premises),. 

5 

3 

Total 

259 

201 

8 

! 

2  ;  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number 

of  eases  in  which  defects  were 

Found 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecution 

were 

instituted 

Part lculars 

P  ound 

Remedied 

To  H  o  M  o 
Inspector 

By  H  Mo 

Inspect  or 

Want  of  cleanliness(S  1) 

8 

2 

Overcrowding  (S  2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(S3) 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.  4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

- 

- 

= 

i 

floors  (s  G) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S;7) 

*= 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

- 

i 

- 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

23 

6 

-= 

2 

- 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Total  ... 

32 

9 

= 

3 

i 

3 


24 

OUTWORK 


Se  c  1 1 o  d  110 

Section  111 

/ 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 

outworkers 

In  August 
list  required 
by  Sect.  HO 
(  1  )  (  o  ) 

No .  of 

cases  of 

default  in 
sending  lists 

to  the 

Coune 1 1 

No  .  of 

prosecut ions 

for  failure 

to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 

lost  ano  e  a  of 

vork  in 

unwholesome 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

(Making  etc. 

74 

__ 

_ 

_ 

Wearing  ( 

Apparel  (Cleansing 
(AWashing 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Furniture 

and 

Upholstery 

__ 

_ 

Total 

74 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DISINFECTION 


73  rooms  were  disinfected  by  formaldehyde  fumigation  after  infectious  disease 
etc  Th  is  numb  er  includes  20  rooms  di  sin fected  after  removal  or  deaths  of  Tuberculosis 
13  loads  of  bedding  were  removed  from  premises  for  the  purpose  of  steam  disin 
fection  or  destruction. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  rag  flock  in  the  City. 

The  number  of  firms  of  upholsterers  in  the  area  affected  by  the  Act  is  2  and 
these  have  been  duly  registered  by  the  Council. ; 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Number  of  Licences  granted  during  the  year  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop  1 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Total  number  of  premises,  lands  etc  inspected  during  the  year 


(Inspectorial  and  Rodent  Staffs) .  717 

Total  number  of  infestations  found  and  treated  .  228 

Sewers  -  Total  Number  of  manholes  baited  (test  baiting  and 

poison  baiting)  ’ .  ...  .  274 

Sewers  -  Number  of  manholes  showing  rat  infestation  27 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  (Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Fisheries  and  Food  formula  ...  .  ...  ..  289 

Actual  bodies  recovered  . . .  490 

MICE  Number  of  mice  destroyed  (Actual  bodies  recovered)  ..  123 


In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  operations  carried  out  following  complaints 
and  routine  inspections  of  premises  etc. ,  two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  The  number  of  sewer  manholes  baited  together  with 
the  number  of  manholes  showing  evidence  of  rat  infestation  is  included  in  the  figures 
given  above 

When  carrying  out  the  second  treatment  in  the  sewers  Warfarin  was  used  for  the 
first  time  The  results  obtained  proved  the  same  to  be  highly  successful 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Primary  Inspections  (Public  Health  Act  and  Housing  Act).... 

House- to~ House  Inspections  (including  houses  in  Clearance  Areas) 

Re= Inspections  ... . 

Drainage  surveys  and  visits  to  work  in  progress 
Caravans  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  | 

Visits  to  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

„  „  Outworkers  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

..  ..  Bakehouses .  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

»  »  Slaughterhouses . .  „  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  .„.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

„  Food  preparing  premises  (Canteens,  etc)  ...  ... 

..  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Fried  Fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

„  ,,  Other  food  premises  (shops,  etc,)  . ..  ...  ... 

»>  >»  Cases  of  infectious  disease  and/or  food  poisoning  . . . 

»•  for  food  sampling  and  testing...  ... 

»  water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Overcrowding  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Market  stalls  inspections...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . .° 

Shops  Act  inspections 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (visits  re  dust  deposits  and  to  gauge  sites,  etc. ) 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  vermin 

in  houses  and  furniture...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  ...  ...  ... 

99  99  '  '  9»  ‘  '  9 9  Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

”  '  »•  »»  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  ... 

••  *»  ..  ..  Housing  loans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

»•  ’<  ».  ,,  Improvement  grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

”  »*  »•  1  ..  Rodent  Control  (primary  and  treatment  etc, 

»  •-  »'  »  Tidal  flooding,..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


432 

205 

1903 

49G 

15 

201 

74 

7 

566 

102 

65 

207 

18 

228 

81 

495 

88 

44 

222 

34 

150 

10 

256 

9 

99 

2 

58 

28 

1487 

63 

806 


Total  ...  8451 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  to 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  to  Dr  .Murray  for  the  valued 
support  and  guidance  I  have  always  received 


To  all  members  of  the  staff  in  the  Department  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere 
appreciation  for  their  loyal  assistance  throughout 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  Officers  in  other  Departments  for  their  very  ready 
co-operation  and  assistance  at  all  times 


I  am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E  W  BARTON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PORT  OF  ROCHESTER 


G. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PORT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  1956. 

I.  Staff. 

TABLE  At 
No  change. 


II.  Anount  of  Shipping  entering  the  District  during  the  Year. 

TABLE  B. 


Shi p  s  from 

N 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of  ships  re¬ 
ported  as  having,  or 
having  had  during  the 
voyage,  infectious  dis¬ 
ease  on  board 

By  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

By  the  Sanitary 
Inspector 

Foreign  Ports 

325 

272, 994 

11 

318 

1 

Coastwise 

649 

271, 150 

1 

505 

- 

Total 

974 

544, 144 

12 

823* 

- 

•Plus  188  Rive 

;rcraft. 

III.  Character  of  Shipping  and  Trade  during  the  Year. 

TABLE  C. 


(a)  PASSENGER  TRAFFIC. 


Number  of  Passengers  INWARDS  ) 
Number  of  Passengers  OUTWARDS) 


Only  passenger  traffic  in  Port  is  day  trips 
during  Summer  to  adjacent  seaside  resorts. 


(b)  CARGO  TRAFFIC. 


Principal  IMPORTS.  Wood  pulp,  timber,  china  clay,  coal,  crude  oil,  flour 

wheat,  fertilizers,  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Principal  EXPORTS.  Cement,  plasterboard,  bitumen,  creosote,  diesel  and 

gas  oil. 


(C)  PRINCIPAL  PORTS  FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE. 


Holmsund,  Valvi,  Kasko,  Kotka,  Kragero,  Arendal,  Oslo,  Faeker,  Hammelvik,  Many- 
luoto,  Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Sumdsvald,  Quebec,  Clark  City,  Las  Pedros,  Indian  Bay. 


IV.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

Not  applicable  to  this  Port. 


V.  later  Supply. 

1.  No  change. 

2.  REPORTS  OF  TESTS  FOR  CONTAMINATION. 

26  samples  of  the  Chatham  and  District  water  supply,  and  28  samples  of  the 
Strood  water  supply  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  addition  4 


l. 


samples  of  the  Strood  water  supply  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis. 

The  results  proved  them  to  be  good  waters. 

3.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  CONTAMINATION  OF  HYDRANTS  AND  HOSEPIPES. 

No  change. 

6  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  ships’  tanks  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation,  3  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

4.  NUMBER  AND  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  WATER  BOATS  AND  POWERS  OF  CONTROL  BY  THE 
AUTHORITY. 

No  change. 


VI.  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

1.  LIST  OF  INFECTED  AREAS. 

No  change. 

2.  RADIO  MESSAGES. 

No  change. 

3.  NOTIFICATIONS  OTHERWISE  THAN  BY  RADIO. 

No  change. 

4.  MOORING  STATIONS. 

No  change. 

5.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  - 

(a)  Hospital  Accommodation  ) 

(b)  Surveillance  )  No  change. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection) 


VII.  Ssallpox. 

1.  HOSPITAL  TO  WHICH  SMALLPOX  CASES  ARE  SENT  - 

Long  Reach  Hospital,  Dartford.  Tel.  Dartford  3231. 

2.  TRANSPORT  OF  SMALLPOX  CASES  TO  HOSPITAL. 

This  is  provided  by  the  London  County  Council  Ambulance  service.  Tel. 
Waterloo  3311 

Appl lcatlon  is  made  by  tel ephone  and  written  confirmation  sent  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  County  Hall,  London. 

3  CONSULTANTS  AVAILABLE- 

Dr.  J  P.  Marsden  ) 

Dr.  W  j  Coughlan)  River  Hospitals  Joyce  Green,  Dartford.  Tel.  Dartford  3231. 
Dr.  M.  Mltman  ) 

4.  LABORATORY  DIAGNOSIS  FACILITIES. 

Specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Col  indale  Avenue, 
Collndale,  London,  N  W  9. 

VIII.  Venereal  Disease. 

No  change. 


ii. 


IX.  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships 


TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

Numb er  of  cases 
during  the  year 
Passengers  Crew 

Number  of  ships 
concerned 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from  foreign 
ports  6 

ac. 

Infectious 

Polyneuritis 

1 

i 

X 

Cases  which  have  occured  on  ships  from 
foreign  ports  but  have  been  disposed 
of  before  arrival  ... 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

- 

- 

X.  Observations  on  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships. 


»alarueir;it0geiereanf5etne.UhfiTthrp"<11r,j%n  and  "orth  Ports  and 

cases  during  the  £ear  the  P°rt  °f  Rochester  there  have  been  no 


XI*  "easures  tak«»  against  ships  infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague 

No  infected  or  suspected  vessels  have  arrived  during  the  year. 


XII.  Measures  taken  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  Ports. 

(1)  PROCEDURE  FOR  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  RATS- 

amined.  further  ^o'ur^e'^^Vct'ion1'  Certificates  are  ex- 

When  inspecting  crews"  quarters  etc  ®rmined  as  a  result  of  such  inspection, 
discover  the  presence  o?  ?aJs  on  g6neral  enquiry  is  usua11*  enouSh  to 

they  know  of  rats  on  board  the  ship  d’  Seamen  complain  ver*  readily  if 

vesse^arhga0s'b0erek„ereneargedasf„°ce  llrilVt,™!™ “t'10”-  Th„e  trade  ln  the 

spec  t  ion  Should  &££  &  “"‘s  '?*  "  )"  “"St 

^nf ested°n  ?/  ,?“£ SS 

room  and  are  not  distributed  throughout  Te'Sip!  conflnetl  t0  »  Peak  or  store 

grain,  or  has'carriedT.ut  ah]!!nghtrip  uuTsuch^'cCao^  S°t‘  I1"6  ln  carr,lns 
gation  particularly  if  her  rat  corn fi r,V.  Sre°'  A"14*  further  Invest!- 

at  present,  do  not  arrive  in  this  Port  but  nco»s f,  months  old.  Such  cargoes, 
have  carried  s?ch  cargoes,  SrlUMjS  to^lo^d^nt^  ^  VeSSelS’  WhlCh 

(2)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  PATHOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  RODENTS. 

it  is^deemed  tnecessary°Pthetshorprrnden7P  P°rt  ,ork  but'  ln  a]1  cases  .here 
specimens  of  15  emPl°'ed ,n  °Mer  *"  °b4al” 

(3)  DERATIZATION  OF  SHIPS. 

exists  under  th°T1: t1l0p,t"-  arra“e="<'n‘ 

carries  out  the  inspection  and  fo^u.  In  bJ  the  l0CaI  Port  Health  Inspector 
Authority  for  lBs°e  ot  tbe  ceLtl'^te  It  ItThonM  hi'”’  L°"d0n  P°rt  HeaIth 
Ship  by  fumigation,  the  firm  employed  .ould'be^thal  ^4^7  th°e  Sl‘ 


iii. 


Authority.  In  other  cases  of  deratting  poisons:  traps,  sulphur  and  varnish 
boards  are  the  methods  in  use  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  are  issued  by 
the  Port  of  Rochester. 

When  inspecting  a  vessel  for  the  issue  of  an  International  Sanitary  Convention 
Certificate  the  inspection  is  carried  out  as  required  by  the  regulations  governing 
the  issue  of  such  a  certificate  The  whole  vessel  from  peaks,  holds  and  engine 
room  to  chart  and  wireless  rooms  is  inspected  and  report  is  made  on  harbourage, 
specifying  the  particular  harbourage  fount!  in  each  compartment. 

%  • 

(4)  RAT  PROOFING  OF  SHIPS. 

There  are  no  vessels  other  than  naval  vessels  built  in  this  Port  and 
measures  concerning  rat  proofing  are  confined  to  dealing  with  existing  rat- 
proofing  which  has  suffered  damage  on  board  vessels  in  service,  and  inspecting 
rat  proofing  on  the  smaller  vessels  undergoing  repair  and  refit  in  local  repair 
yards. 

A  proportion  of  the  rats  caught  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  is  sent,  as  a 
routine,  for  bacteriological  examination 

During  the  year  one  riverside  rat  was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  for  plague  No  B.  Pestis  was  found. 

TABLE  E 

RODENTS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


C«  t  e  got y  Number 

B1  ack  rats  . *.  ••• 

Brown  rats  .  « 

Species  not  known  . : .  •* 

Sent  for  examination  .  •» 

Infected  with  Plague  .  •• 


TABLE  F 


DERATTING  CERTIFICATES  AND  DERATTING  EXEMPTION  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  FOR  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


No  of  Deratting  Certificate*  issued 

No .  of 
Deratting 

After  Fumigation  with 

After 

Trapping 

After 

Poisoning 

Exemption 

Certificates 

Issued 

Total 

Certificates 

HCN 

Other  fumigant  (state  method) 

Total 

I s  sued 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 

• 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

17 

19  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  to  British  coastwise  vessels 
making  occasional  trips  to  continental  ports. 

6  Rodent  Control  certificates  issued. 


XIII  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Nuisances 


TABLE  G 

INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES 


Nature  and  nuabt 
of  Inspections 

Notices  so  sed 

Result  of  Not  let* 

Statutory  Notices 

Other  Notices 

British  Vessels  479 
Foreign  Vessels  394 
River  Craft  188 

- 

41 

20 

8 

39  complied 

20  complied 

8  complied 

XIV.  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934  and  1948 

No  change. 


XV.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

No  change. 


XVI.  Miscellaneous. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  BURIAL  ON  SHORE  OF  PERSONS  WHO  HAVE  DIED  ON  BOARD  SHIP 

FROM  AN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


No  change. 

s 

RIVER  SAMPLES. 

Six  samples  of  river  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
which  showed  evidence  of  recent  faecal  contamination  but  no  pathogenic  organisms 
were  cultivated. 

CASES  OF  SICKNESS  ETC. 

Ini uries 

1  Broken  finger 
1  Head  wound 

1  Suspected  internal  injury 
following  fall  down  hold 
(to  hospital  for  observation) 

1  Dislocated  thumb 
1  Cut  arm 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1  Gastritis 
1  Colitis 

1  Stomach  trouble  following 
stomach  'operation 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

124  cargoes  of  wheat,,  potatoes,,  flour  tinned  milk  and  maize  were  examined 
and  found  to  be  in  good  condition  with  the  exception  of  one  tin  of  milk  which 
was  damaged  and  leaking, 

MOSQUITOES. 

Anti-mosquito  measures  have  continued  to  be  carried  out  on  the  local  marshes 
under  the  direction  of  the  Port  Health  Inspector.  Numerous  pools  and  collections 
of  water  have  been  treated  where  necessary  and  practicable.  The  spraying  with 
D.D.T.  has  reduced  the  mosquito  nuisance  to  negligible  proportions. 

PSITTACOSIS  REGULATIONS, 

Two  vessels  arrived  with  budgerigars  on  board.  A  Prohibition  of  Landing 
notice  was  given  in  each  case. 


Infections 


1  Septic  throat 
1  Polyneuritis 
1  Boils 

1  Carbuncle 

2  V.  D. 

12  Gastro-enteritis 


Rheumatism 

1  Pains  in  back 
1  Rheumatism 


JO.  MURRAY, 

Port  Medical  Officer, 


v. 


* 

- 

/ 


V 


. 


